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THE STORY BEHIND “THE ROPE” 
 
I had an idea brewing in my head for a few days before I wrote this song.  I was thinking 
about being down to your last hope/rope but not asking for help. I know some folks who 
have no trouble asking anybody and everybody for help.  They almost ask too much.  
And I know some others who will never ask.  I have trouble asking for help myself.  So, 
I’m talking to myself as much as anybody else in this song.  
 

“THE ROPE” LYRICS 
 
When you’re down, down, down in a well, well, well 
And the water is rising and it’s hard to tell 
If a friend will drop by with a long piece of rope 
When you’re down to your last hope 
Yell for help and grab the rope 
 

It’s okay to holler like there’s no tomorrow 
Pride will sink you don’t you know 
Don’t keep your friends guessing.  Ask one for a blessing 
Raise your hand and grab the rope 
Raise your hand and grab the rope 

 
Well I know this guy he is a friend of mine 
He helps everybody when they are in a bind 
But now he’s got trouble, needs help on the double 
But he won’t ask for a lifeline 
Why won’t he ask for a lifeline 
 

It’s okay to holler like there’s no tomorrow 
Pride will sink you don’t you know 
Bad times are depressing. Good friends are your blessing 
Raise your hand and grab the rope 
Raise your hand and grab the rope 

 
You know Jesus died for sinners like you and I 
Not the church-going social types 
But he loves us all so when his spirit calls 
You can pray to him anytime 
Won’t you pray to him anytime 
 

It’s okay to holler like there’s no tomorrow 
Pride will sink you don’t you know 
When your hope needs refreshin’, ask the lord for a blessing 
Raise your hands and grab the rope 
Raise your hands and grab the rope 
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